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psychical phenomena and serves as the medium of com-
munication with spiritual agencies ? Granted that telepathy,
clairvoyance and so forth do really occur, does it follow
that the mental life in each one of us can be split into two
primarily distinct and discontinuous streams of personal
consciousness, one mainly connected with a mundane, and
the other with an extramundane, environment ? As Prof.
Hugo Munsterberg says, t( metaphysical dreams and doubt-
ful speculations cannot help us, when we seek convictions
on which we are to base all that is valuable in our life. The
more we separate our life of idealistic belief from the prac-
tical reality between morning and evening, the more do we
deprive our daily life of its inner dignity and force it to the
superficial hopes of an external hereafter."

It is claimed that ecstasy and other so-called mystical
states of consciousness possess *' the right to be absolutely
authoritative over the individuals to whom they come," and
that as such they not only <(- break down the authority of the
rationalistic consciousness" based solely upon the under-
standing of the senses, but also show the latter to be only
one kind of consciousness, opening out the possibility of
other orders of truth. No one will deny the absolute
authority over the subject of what is merely given, namely,
visions, voices, entrancing feelings, and volitional attitudes.
Nor need we contradict the mystic when he speaks of
elation, of freedom, of illumination, of union, or of the in-
creased moral courage and vigour resulting from the so-
called higher mystical states. On the merely subjective side
these experiences of the mystic are invulnerable and absolute,
and as such they are not amenable to any criticism. But
considered from the point of view of causal relations the
matter becomes different. When the ecstatic ascribes his
experiences to the descent of a deity into him, or to the
existence of a world of spiritual beings, he is going beyond
what is merely felt into the. field of rationalistic elaboration.
He is no longer in the region of the mystic consciousness,
but has trespassed into the domain of rational consciousness,
and therefore becomes amenable to the criticism of the
latter. Moreover, the subjective character of the experiences
of all mystics inevitably vitiates them. No one can feel